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Not yobs but loving, maligned boys - survelr finds
sioned by Women in Journalism, exa¡n-
ined the language used to describe teen-
age boys in the media. The most common
wc¡rd was "yobso (which êppea¡ed 59r
times overayear), followedbythugs (254
times), sick (rrg), feral (g6) and hoodie
(6o). More than 60% ofthe stories about
teenage boys concemed crime, and 9o%
ofthese shor,i'edthemin abadlight. Boys
interviewedbythe Guardian for areport in
today's Weekend magazine said they felt
demonised by press and politicians.

The surveyfound 57% spentanaverage
ofat least an hour a day social network-
ing on tle intemet. Half spent at least an
horu a day surflng for news,33o¿ spent at
least anhour online gaming, ã%watching
YouTule, and ro% tradirig online.

The most worrying datawas found in
thevirn¡alworld: z1%spendanaverageof
at leastth¡eehou¡s a daysocialnetworking
online, and 10% spent at least frve hours.
Sore 21% had experienced cyber bully-
ing; and 55ø said they had been exposèd'
to iDappropriate online content.

David Lammg the minister of state for
hþher education, said: "Teenage boys are
cruelly caricatured in ou¡ national public
life. I've visited many more children's
playgrounds for five-year-olds than astro-
turffootball pitches, skateboard parks and
serious activity for young people. Why
are there more golf courses in Britain per
square meüe than playing fields?"

"Believeme, inChinaorlndiaorKazak-
stan, the way they think of their young
people, the resources they put into thei¡
youngpeople ... we have to do the same
in this country. Talking down teenagers
is talkingdownthe fuhue of our country,
and particularly at this time. of economic
downtumwe have to resistthat."
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The news may come as a shock to those
who believe Britain is a broken society
menaced by hoodie-wearing yobs, but
research cómmissioned by the Guard-
ian shows that the vast majority of teen-
age boys a¡e ambitious, careei-minded,
home-lovingand, above all, happy.

A suwey of r,ooo teenage boys in the
UK showed that 88% ofthem believed
their career prospects were good, and
88% regarded themselves as ambitious;

87%
8lo/o

were happy in their school or work liveS.
The survey comes after a fortnight in

whichleadingpoliticians from bot}r major
partieshavèpledgedtocrackdownonthe
behaviou¡ ofteenage boys. At the Labou¡
party conference Gordon Brown promised
more asbos and tougher action on "teen-
age tearaways tuming town centres into
no-go areas".

This week, the shadow home secre-
tary, GhriS Grayling, told the Conservative
conference how the Tories would clamp
down on antisocial behaviou¡.'nVe'll start
with the problem of t4-year-olds hanging
around with bottles of super-strength
beers or ciders.'

I¡rthe surve¡ conductedby Echo,7Ùy"
ofteenage boys said adults had a higher
opinion of teenage girls than boys. An
Echo survey earlier this year, commis-
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Terms usedin stories aboutteenägeboys
Top descriptions ofteenage boys by votume
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